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Original Letter. 

George Forquer* to Pascal P. ENos.f 

Springfield, January 16. 1832. 
Dear Sir : You have doubtless heard my name mentioned 
in connection with the election for Senator from this county. 
Certain individuals having evinced a willingness that the 
people should avail themselves of my services, has been the 
cause of some hasty and intemperate intimations from some 
persons, from whom I could not have anticipated a well 
found objection. Against their unkind inferences, a bold and 
consistent course for the last ten years of active political life 
and the many sacrifices which it can be shown 1 have made 



* George Forquer was born near Brownsville, Pennsylvania, in 1794. Was the son 
of a Revolutionary soldier, and older half-brother of Governor Ford. He settled with 
his mother (then a widow) at New Design, Illinois, in 1804. After learning and 
for several years following the carpenter's trade at St. Louis, he returned to Illinois 
and purchased the tract whereon Waterloo now stands. Subsequently he projected 
the town of Bridgewater on the Mississippi. For a time he was a partner in trade 
of Daniel P. Cook. 

Being successful in business, he took up the study of law, in which he attained 
marked success. In 1824 he was elected to represent Monroe County in the House 
of Representatives, but resigned in January of the following year to accept the 
position of Secretary of State, to which he was appointed by Governor Coles, as suc- 
cessor to Morris Birkbeck, whom the Senate had refused to confirm. 

In 1828, he was a candidate for Congress, but was defeated by Joseph Duncan, 
afterwards Governor. 

At the close of the year he resigned the office of Secretary of State, but, a few 
weeks later, (January, 1829) he was elected by the Legislature Attorney General. 
This position he held until January, 1833, when he resigned, having as it appears, 
at the previous election, been chosen State Senator from Sangamon County, serving 
in the Eight and Ninth General Assemblies. 

Before the close of his term as Senator (1835) he received the appointment of 
Register at the Land Office at Springfield. 

Mr. Forquer married Ann Oranmer, daughter of Dr. John Cranmer, of Cincinnati. 
Her elder sister, Susannah, married James £. Lamb, a pioneer merchant of Kaskaskia 
and Springfield. His death occurred in Cincinnati in 1837. His widow afterwards 
married Antrim Campbell of Springfield, Illinois. 

t Pascal Paoli Enos. pioneer, was born at Windsor, Conn., In 1770 ; graduated 
at Dartmouth College in 1794 ; studied law, and, after spending some years in 
Vermont, where he served as High Sheriff of Windsor County, in September, 1815, 
removed west, stopping first at Cincinnati. A year later he descended the Ohio by 
flatboat to Shawneetown, Illinois, crossed the State by land, finally locating at St. 
Charles, Mo., and later at St. Louis. Then, having purchased a tract of land in 
Madison County, Illinois, he remained there about two years, when, in 1823, having 
received from President Monroe the appointment of Receiver of the newly established 
Land Office at Springfield, he removed thither, making it his permanent home. He 
was one of the original purchasers of the land on which the city of Springfield now 
stands, and joined with Major Elijah lies, John Taylor and Thomas Cook, the other 
patentees, in laying out the town, to which they first gave the name of Calhoun. 
Mr. Enos remained in office through the administration of President John Quincy 
Adams, but was removed by President Jackson for political reasons in 1829. Died 
at Springfield, April, 1832. 
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upon the altar of my hard earned character, should have 
screened me. Of their unkindness, however, I complain more 
in sorrow than in bitterness. Conscious, however, that they 
are more prompted by a certain design and their ill nature 
for others than by any act or intention of mine, I am relieved 
from the pain of the blow intended to be inflicted. This relief 
is increased when I reflect that those who are most ready to 
indulge in unauthorized suspicion are either such as have 
never been in situations to test their firmness by temtations 
of individual advancement and benefit, or those who have 
made duplicity in politics an article of trafic. To you I will 
say that the idea of my representing this county in the 
Senate had not its origin with me. It must be seen by every 
one who knows me that the place could not be an object of 
ambition with me, and that I could not accept of it without 
making real sacrifices, both of a pecuniary and political char- 
acter. I would have to lay dowtn an office worth from $5 
to $600 a year, and shut the door against the chance of being 
appointed judge for the circuit, should the Circuit Courts 
be established. Should there be a judge to elect, no one will 
say that any other man in this circuit could be presented 
against me who would be able to start with as many friends 
in the Legislature. But I have for some time had no ambi- 
tion to gratify and cared very little, either for the place I 
hold or any other. 

Many persons of both political parties kept talking to me 
until I began to think there was a liberal feeling towards me, 
and that my services were sought for in good faith for the 
sake of the public interest. Acting under this belief, I gave 
an intimation, that if I could be satisfied that the people, 
without reference to party considerations, did realy desire 
my services, I should consider myself bound to make the 
sacrifices above mentioned and serve them, and at the same 
time declaring my unwillingness to have anything to do with 
a county or party contest. That I did not wish to come in 
contact with the ambition of any of the numerous would-be 
great men in the county, and that my being a candidate must 
in a good degree depend upon these being satisfied to allow 
the people to select me in a peaceable and quiet manner. 
There the matter rested for some time, I avoiding carefully 
to mention the subject to any one, supposing that if there 
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should exist on the part of our great men in and about town 
a willingness to accept of my services they would give some 
indication of it. But in a few days it turned out just as I 
expected. / was not the man. "He must give in his adhe- 
sion to us!" Then my pride was aroused. Being: an older 
politician than any of them, I thought that they were as much 
bound to give in their adhesion to me, as I was to razee my- 
self, so as to enable me to sale under the wing of their lieu- 
tenant. This, I thought, was putting the boat into the yawl, 
and was rather too squeezing a concern for my pride to sub- 
mit to, though I was willing to have sailed alongside. 

After much forbearance on my part, and before I had 
determined to risk the contest, I was informed by my com- 
petitor that I was considered as having alienated myself from 
my party, and that his friends were determined to oppose 
me at all events, and therefore they would not allow him to 
* for the N. B. I then for the first time instantly 

determined to let the people decide who constituted the 
party. Whether the people or a few maneuvering, selfish, 
and fence politicians constituted the best party to serve. 

I believe much might be done for this county, if the people 
would be governed by sound policy in selecting a competent 
delegation, who would go to Vandalia friendly and act like 
one man for the interest of the county. The firm belief that 
something might be done for the interest of our people and 
ourselves has had the greatest share in inducing me to allow 
my name to be used ; and I am vain enough to believe that I 
could contribute to some degree to the accomplishment of 
measures promotive of the prosperity of the county in 
general. 

A letter is too narrow a compass to present my views to 
you in, and I should be glad to see you some evening at my 
house, where I could give them to you in detail and explain 
more fully how it happens that my name is used. 

The circumstance which has prevented me from giving my 
opinions to you before now has no connection with the public 
interest, nor with your merits or mine as men. 
Yours very respectfully, 

George Forquer. 

*Wk>rd here illegible. 



